CBC Arts: SweaterL odge to wrap Venice Biennale in orange cocoon
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SweaterLodge to wrap Venice Biennale in orange cocoon
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Two Vancouver architects will be wrapping Venice in some Canadian warmth More Arts on CBC.ca
next fall.
MORE ARTS ON CBC.CA

SweaterLodge, a project by Bill Pechet and Stephanie Robb, has been chosen to

represent Canada at the Venice Biennale of Architecture. Film: A Halloween film companion

Music: The charity song that unmasks
Halloween

Film: Capote revea s the boozy
raconteur's moral conflicts

Film: Movie depictions of the writer's
life

Good Night, and Good Luck honours
legendary newsman Edward R. Murrow
Theatre: Condovilleinspires déavuin

A nationa juried competition
selected SweaterLodge as its
design for the Canadian
pavilion at the 2006 Biennale
in Architecture, which will
take placein Venice, Italy
from September to November
2006.

The pavilionis an octagonal Montreal

W(,)Od gnd stedl structurewith a Art & Design: The Group of Seven,

spiralling roof that has been remixed

compared to a treehouse or a - .

teepee. Books: Assessing the GG poetry
nominees

Inside the pavilion, the ceiling Quiz: Test your knowledge of Burt

and walls are draped with a Bacharach

giant orange fleece sweater. Books: A conversation with David
Rakoff

"The juncture where those two

come together is pretty rich

and the spatial potentialswe're  Inside Sweaterl odge, visitors can power the

seeing from it are quite films by riding the bicycle.

interesting," says Robb. Feedback

. : FEEDBACK

The sweater is 350 square metres of amaterial called Polartech 200, made from

recycled pop bottles. It's like being inside a soft, orange cocoon.
Send your feedback

Inside the pavilion, filmswill be screened against the sweater. Report atypo or inaccuracy

In the spirit of the West Coast, the film projectors will be bicycle- powered. As
visitors enter the building they come upon arow of stationary bicycles. If they
get on and pedal, they see the films about Vancouver.

"Stephanie and | needed a vehicle, pardon the pun, to bring in more information,”
says Pechet.

Thefilms are vignettes of VVancouver, with amix of urban and wilderness
settings. Among them will be footage taken by Pechet and Robb's colleague
Heidi Nesbitt, who shot with a camcorder as she rode her bicycle around town.

"It'satypical camcorder inside my [bicycle basket] and then this waterproof lens
gets affixed to my helmet in a high-tech fashion with duct tape," Nesbitt jokes.

The filmswill aso include footage shot from the top of Vancouver's revolving
restaurants, giving abird's-eye view of acity that's ringed by nature.
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CBC Arts: SwesaterL odge to wrap Venice Biennale in orange cocoon

The architects conceived of
every object in the pavilion as
multi-functional. The shipping
crates and baggage used to
transport the exhibition will
transform to become pavilion
furniture, the swesater becomes
alodge, packs become sofas
and bicycles become
projectors.

That aspect will continue even
after the Biennale is over.

Bill Pechet and Stephanie Robb
Sweater Lodge will be recycled
into hundreds of tuques and scarves when it returns to Vancouver.

"So the project starts with something small — pop bottles. It becomes this
mammoth thing, and then it leaves as quietly asit began, as a series of little
things that go out into the community," Robb says.

The 2006 Biennale will be the 10th devoted to architecture. The International
Biennale of Art isunder way now in the Italian city, showcasing contemporary
art from around the world.
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